
April 2010 
AT A GLANCEé 
 

Easter Hope 
  

Many of the words and actions of Jesus seem ruthless and difficult; they 
even seem to be uncaring.  But if the truth be told, more often than not, hope for living and 
dying is not found in kind and cuddly words, but in the harsh words of Jesus.  One example of 
this is found in the Gospel of Luke where it is recorded, άΨΧ[ƻǊŘΣ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƭŜǘ ƳŜ Ǝƻ ŀƴŘ ōǳǊȅ Ƴȅ 
ŦŀǘƘŜǊΦΩ .ǳǘ WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƘƛƳΣ Ψ[Ŝǘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀŘ ōǳǊȅ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ŘŜŀŘΧέ (9. 59-60).  Who of us 
ǿƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ǘŀƪŜ ƻŦŦŜƴǎŜ ŀǘ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǿƻǊŘǎ ŀǎ ǿŜ ōǳǊȅ ƻǳǊ ƭƻǾŜŘ ƻƴŜǎΚ 

Simply stated, from an Easter perspective, these harsh words of Jesus tell us that our 
hope is found in the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  The Bible says it this way, άΨΧ
5ŜŀǘƘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǎǿŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǳǇ ƛƴ ǾƛŎǘƻǊȅΦΩ  Ψ²ƘŜǊŜΣ h ŘŜŀǘƘΣ ƛǎ ȅƻǳǊ ǾƛŎǘƻǊȅΚ  ²ƘŜǊŜΣ h ŘŜŀǘƘΣ 
ƛǎ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǘƛƴƎΚΩέ (1 Corinthians 15. 54-55).  Be sure, Jesus does care as well as sympathize with 
our disappointments and pain; especially with the loss of a loved one.  Remember, even               
Jesus wept at the tomb of his good friend Lazarus.  Oh yes, God understands and cares. 

There is an old legend of a priest who found a branch of a thorn tree twisted around 
so that it resembled a crown of thorns. Thinking it a symbol of the crucifixion, he placed it in 
on the altar in his chapel on Good Friday. Early on Easter morning he remembered what he 
had done. Feeling it was not appropriate for Easter Sunday, he hurried into the church to 
clear it away before the congregation came.  But when he went into the church, he found the 
thorn branches blossoming with beautiful roses. 

There is no way to hide, difficulties do come our way.  But in the harsh words of Jesus 
we can find hope for tomorrow.  No matter what you may face this day or in the days and 
years to come, there is always hope.  Yes, because of the death and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, our branches of thorns can blossom into beautiful roses.  So this Easter season, reach 
out to God as God reaches out to you. 

 

Blessings, 

Brett A. Todd, Pastor 



Need a LIFT to Church?? 

Call Joyce at                      

562-4237,  she will              

arrange a ride for you! 

SERVICE SEEKERS have one mission τ to provide 

birthday cakes for Focus House.  We serve the coffee hour 

on selected Sundays and would welcome you to join us in 

working on this mission.  Please call the office, 562-2164,             

if interested. 

GUILD τ    will meet Monday, April 5th, 1:30 pm.,                        

in the Macy Room. 

MARY MARTHA τ    will meet Tuesday,  April 6th,                  

9 am, in the Macy Room.  

MIRIAM CIRCLE τ   will meet Monday, April 19th,                      

т ǇƳΣ  ŀǘ /ŀǊƻƭ DƛƴƎŜǊƛŎƘΩǎΦ 

 

ELIZABETH GRACE τ  will meet Saturday, April 10th,                 

3 pm,  at Samantha Evans.  If you can, please bring                         

an appetizer to share. 

BREAKFAST WITH JESUS                                                        BREAKFAST WITH JESUS                                                        
by Greg Lauire                                                                                             

meets every Tuesday, 7:30 am,  at the Olive Branch,                            

led by Leah Vanstone.  You are invited to join them! 

FELLOWSHIP  

April 4 [EASTER}  Zuehl/James 

April 11 Vickrey/Macklin 

April 18 Mayfield/Folkerts/Misciasci 

April 25 Youth 

    

USHERS 

April 4 UMM 

April 11 Mary-Martha Circle 

April 18 Mission 

April 25 Grounds  4 Life 

     

COFFEE HOURS 

U M W  NEWS 
UMM BREAKFASTñ                    

Saturday, April 24th,  2010,  8 am, at the 

Olive Branch 

U M M 

NEW DATE FOR CONFIRMATION 

SUNDAY, MAY 16, 2010 

We are in need of people to help Mark                     

operate the sound system at the 9 am and 

10:30 am services.  Please contact the office 

if you can help.  Thank you. 



 

PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF PLACE  

 ONCE-A-MONTH POTLUCK  

Please join us for fellowship following the 2nd service, NOONτ2 pm. 

SUNDAY, APRIL 18th, 2010  AT LINCOLN MANOR.    

All are welcome to join us.  Please bring a dish-to-share.  

 

   * * *  CHANGE OF DATE  * * *                                         

CHURCH CONFERENCE 

In order to perfect our                                                    

Endowment By-Laws document                                      

we will hold a Church Conference                                                                           

on TUESDAY, MAY 11th, 2010, 7 PM,                                                         

in the Macy Room.                                                                                   

All members are invited. 



 

JOIN and have fun with                          

The RUMC  

Slow Pitch 

CO-ED Softball Team!  
 

 

Enjoy athletic fellowship  
with your fellow                                       

Rochelle Methodist Church members! 
 

 

   Games start week of May 17
th 

 Practices start in April , weather permitting and to be announced  (1 per week?)  

 

 

Cost will depend on the number of people on the team(s). 

More info to come as the team(s) form (places of games & practices, shirts, etc). 

See sign up sheets that will be posted around the church, just need to sign one. 

 

 

 

If you have any questions,  

please call John Wheeler at 815-751-6374  

or e-mail at jmwmag@netzero.com 

 

Open Hearts 

Open Minds 

Open Doors 



 

  

  

SUPER  DUPER  SCOOPER  GARAGE  SALE  #19 

  

SATURDAY, MAY 8th, 2010,  8 A.M. ð 2 P.M. 

  

HICKS HALL 

  

Once again the United Methodist Women are organizing their annual garage sale.  For the 
last eighteen years, with your help, eighteen successful garage sales have made it possible to 
meet many commitments with the proceeds. 

 Again, we need your helpé please volunteer your time on May 5th, 6th, and 7th, or            
donate your re-usable items for resale.  When you do your spring cleaning, please keep 
SDSGS #19 in mind.  We can use household items, clothing [especially childrenõs items], toys, 
books,  outdoor equipment and almost anything you find and no longer use.  If you have                     
something of special interest, such as furniture or a collectible item, please let us know in             
advance, so we may use the information in our advertising. 

 Please ask your neighbors to keep us in mind alsoéthe more we collect, the more we have 
to sell. 

 PLEASE MARK May 8th on your calendar nowéand watch for more information in our 
Sunday bulletins.  Thank you. 

  

Linda Cater, Chairperson  

 



BOOK REVIEW 
 The April book of the month is He Chose The Nails by Max 

Lucado.  Max Lucado talks about the gifts of grace given by Jesus 

at the cross.   Everything that day was chosen by God, not the 

Jews:  the verdict of death, the nails, the crown, the wine-soaked 

sponge, the three crosses, the sign.  Jesus changed places with 

us.  He wore our sin so we could be clothed in garments of                      

salvation.  This is an amazing , powerful book of the gifts of                  

unconditional love and grace we are given by our God.  At the 

end of the book there is a study guide.  This would be a                         

wonderful book study.  Contact the church office if you are                        

interested. 

THE LIBRARY CORNER: Our library in the Macy Room, outside the 

office,  has  many interesting books for you to check out.  Just sign the 

card in the back of the book you wish to read, and put the card in the 

small basket.  Return the book to the larger basket when you are finished 

reading it.  If you have any Christian fiction or non-fiction books you 

would like to give to the library to share with others, please put them in 

the larger basket also.   



  

 

 

 

 

                              picture 

Doris Lindaas is our Special Senior this 

month.  She was born on a farm near Esmond 

where she lived until she was eighteen.  On 

their farm they raised chicken, pigs and had 

one cow for milk.  Since Doris had three older 

brothers and one younger sister she kept 

busy helping her mother.  She attended a  

one-room school through eighth grade and 

then attended Rochelle High School where 

she graduated.  She especially remembers 

the threshing bees.  For entertainment they                

visited neighbors, played cards, and had a 

dance once-a-month. 

After high school, Doris married and lived in 

the Rochelle area.  She had three children τ               

Roxanne, Dirk and Vonnie.  She was divorced 

and married a man with two boys.  Together,  

they were blessed with three children τ 

Howard, Denise and Denver.  They lived on a 

farm near Capron.  When her husband was 

killed she and the children moved to the Ro-

chelle area and later moved back to Esmond.  

She  remarried and had one daughter τ 

WŜƴƛŦŜǊΦ  5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ ƘŜǊ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘΩǎ ǎƻƴ 

Stanley, who was              fifteen, came to live 

with them. 

In 1970 their home caught on fire and the 

ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƭƻǎǘ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎΦ  .ǳǘ ǘƘǊǳ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜ 

no one was harmed.  They lived in the UMC 

parsonage in  Esmond for two years and then 

they were able to buy a lot and move a house 

to their lot.  The children attended the           

Esmond and Lindenwood schools and RTHS.  

They all attended the Methodist Church in  

Esmond where they attended Sunday School 

and sang in the choir.  In 1984, Doris and 

WŜƴƛŦŜǊ ƳƻǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǿƛǘƘ 5ƻǊƛǎΩ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΣ  wǳǎǎŜƭƭ 

& Edith Barnes,  and she took care of them for 

seven years. 

Doris joined RUMC in 1988 and has been a                 

treasured member ever since.  She is blessed 

with 33 grandchildren and 32 great-

grandchildren.  Six of her children live in the 

Rochelle area and the others are in California, 

Arizona and Utah.  Now Doris devotes her 

time to helping older people so they can be 

happy in their own home.  She especially            

enjoys the time she spends with her family 

ŀƴŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΦ  5ƻǊƛǎΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǎƻ ƘŀǇǇȅ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ 

part of our church family! 

 



GROUNDS FOR LIFE MINISTRY- Their needs are for 70-100 people.  

EVERYDAYΥ  ǎǳƎŀǊΣ ŎǊŜŀƳŜǊΣ ǇŀƴŎŀƪŜǎ όмлл ǇŀŎƪ ŀǘ {ŀƳΩǎ ŦƻǊ ϷпΦусύΣ ǎȅǊǳǇΣ  ŜƎƎǎ όмн ŘƻȊŜƴ ǇŜǊ ƳŜŀƭύ                        

WISH LIST: meat slicer, commercial coffee pots, pots & pans, table & chairs, coffee,  8 oz Styrofoam cups,                 

skillets                                                                                                                                                                                           

NEEDS LIST:  bus tokens, funds to stay in a hotel, funds for sick who are waiting in between for housing, 

pocket size tissue, lotion, toothpaste                                                                                                                                         

tƭŜŀǎŜ ōǊƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ Řƻƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ .9Chw9  ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΧ  ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΦ 

RUMC serves on April 10,  2010. 

FOOD ON THE FIRST ð On the first Sunday of each month, we will be collecting food items for the                         

Rochelle Christian Food Pantry and for Grounds for Life Ministry.  Please bring your donations to the church 

on the FIRST SUNDAY of each month.   Cash is also accepted.   

FOOD PANTRY NEEDS ñ  toilet tissue, facial tissue and paper towel τ   YOU MAY BRING ITEMS TO 

THE CHURCH ANY TIME.  

RUMC BENEVOLENT FUND ñ    Thank you for your generous contributions to this 

Outreach Ministry.    

(5" #,534%2 0!34/23ȭ 2%0/24 
Seder Supper, April 1st, 2010 ɂ The Maundy Thursday service will be at 6 pm,                  
at the Mills and Petrie Center.  Rev. Tom Renardo and the Ashton UMC will host this          
service with special evangelistic emphasis inviting the Ashton community to become a 
part of the Ashton UMC.   WE WILL HAVE A BUS LEAVING RUMC PARKING LOT AT 
5:30 PM. 

Bible Study ɂ Starting Tuesday, April 13th, at 6 pm, there will 
be two Cluster Bible studies.  They will be 8 weeks long,  and will 
rotate amongst people's homes, with 2 exceptions... when there are 
Cluster  meetings,   we will have the sessions before the meetings.   
All are invited.  

HELP NEEDED:    We go to Grounds 4 Life  on     

Saturday, April 10th.   Please contact Don Horner,                        

562-2747,  or the Church Office, 562-2164,  if you can help 

with this ministry. 



Red Bird Mission Collection 
 

The Sunday School Program is now collecting Campbell Soup Can Labels and General 

Mills Box Tops for Red Bird Mission.   Please clip and save the UPC (barcode) and the 

Campbell symbol OR save the ENTIRE label.   

We are also collecting the General Mills Box Tops for Education.  Please cut the square 

symbol on the General Mills products.  We have placed a basket in the Macy Room for 

you to put your contributions.  

 

Thank you for supporting this Mission, 

Kelly Meinen, Sunday School Superintendent 

 

 



ZZZ 

ZZZ 

 

Thank you Yvonne Colville and Team 4 for serving 
the funeral luncheon for Millie Tomlinson:  Betty 
Barnes, Lori Noggle, Adah Horner, Trish Pence, 
Dorine Shoemaker, Pam Volkert, Rosemary                 
Rainwater, Marcie Winkel,  Mary Folkerts, Eileen 
Swingley, Jean MacTaggart, Bette Kyler, Rena Zack 
and a special thanks to David Meisener. 
 
 
 
Thank you to Miriam Circle for serving the funeral 
luncheon for Ray Rigg:  Linda Cater, Pat Casey, Linda 
Christell, Gayle Fader, Sheryl Holden, Peggy Jensen, 
Judy Johnson, Cheryl Mosbarger, Linda Stein, Chris 
Watson and Sherrie Welles. 
 
 
 
 
Thank you Pat Casey and Team 3 for serving the  
funeral lunch for Signe Eber:  Betsy Smith, Mary 
Spencer, Samantha Evans, Jenifer Holtzclaw, Joyce 
Hall, Wynetta Myroth, Teri Dickey, Christine 
Wengelewski and Janet Stewart. 
 
 
 
 
I would like to thank Yvonne Colville and Team 4          
for serving the lunch for my mother Millie 
Tomlinson, to Pastor Brett for his many visits to the 
Nursing Home and the Hospital, to Mark Ackland 
for the video, to Judy Connolly for the music, to 
Janet Rigg in appreciation for all that she has done 
and to anyone I may have missed for the cards, 
calls, visits, donations or act of kindness. 
 
Laurie Yates 
 
 
 
 

Thank You  

ZZZ 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

WISH LIST 

We would like to                

purchase a 2nd                          

26ó flat screen TV                    

for the Church Sanctuary Entry. 

We need your help...it will cost $350. 

Please be sure to mark your donation 

TV.      Thank you for your help                           

in this ministry.  

NURSERY WISH LIST:  

Gently-used stuffed animals and 

dress-up clothes for boys and 

girls.  Please contact Steph Freier, 

815-70-4830.  

NEW ADDRESS: 
[until Charlotte gets home!] 
Charlotte Swanson   
Rosewood Care Center  
1660 S. Mulford, Road #617 
Rockford, IL  61108     
815-668-4171 



A Special Thank You                                           

from the hearts of Janet, Becky and Jill,  writ-

ten by Becky  

Amazing is what you are! Y  Love surrounded 

our family the moment Dadõs Mesothelioma 

journey began. 

Pastor Brett arrived at the hospital when the 

skies were still dark and most of the world still 

slept.  He was available to us all hours..., no 

questions asked.  When Mom and I  were              

exhausted he helped us physically boost 

Dad...then he spiritually lifted us as well.  He 

helped the girls with Dadõs transition from 

Earth to Heaven...The service was awesome.  

Dad was right, Pastor Brett is definitely the 

best  òPreacher Manó ever. 

Friends and strangers sent meaningful cards, 

called, prayed, hugged, shoveled snow, 

brought pies and  brownies. The support and 

offers of help absolutely and deeply touched 

our hearts.  Each of you are so very important. 

A very special thank you to Bruce Vickrey for 

the Tuesday  visits, pies and for the middle of 

the night response for help.  A very special 

thank you to Dave Meisener on Earthquake 

Day.  Dad had an intense craving  for a Dairy 

Queen twist ice cream cone ...actually, six.         

(As always he had to take care of the girls and 

me also!)  Dave had the ice cream delivered 

with a smile, really fast!  What a gift of 

love ...Dad enjoyed every bite!   Dave was also 

òcaughtó scraping ice from the driveway  and 

many other acts of kindness. 

This disease was devastating but as a                     

congregation you covered us with Godõs love.  

You acted as his hands, his feet, his heart...you 

continue to reach out in any way needed.  

These weeks have all jumbled together but 

your graciousness and  sincerity continues to 

be truly amazing.  A special thank you to 

Linda Cater who at the beginning sat and 

shared many tears after the surgeons                    

discoveryê.and at the end lovingly organized 

the funeral meal and so much moreê  Again, 

God knows what special gift you gave and 

give, maybe a gift unknown to any of us. 

The following words  were put on my heart for 

Dadõs service.   Iõve had quite a few  requests 

to copy the  words.  I will share them with you.  

You need to know that each night I would 

drain up to 900 ml of  fluid from Dadõs pluerex 

cavity in hopes of keeping him breathing a  

little  longer.  This was a physical and                  

emotional drain for all involved.  This was also 

an opportunity for me to learn more about 

Dadõs character.  The procedure would finish 

and at some point in the midst of his misery 

he would always say thank you and often 

apologize for any thing he may have said that 

wasnõt positive.   One night he looked through 

my tears and shared, òItõs only pain.ó   Mom 

and I would cry inwardly and outwardly and 

wonder how he could remain so strong...   

People have commented that we were the 

strong oneõs...they have no idea what we             

witnessed day after day.  Strength is an                   

amazing gift of love. 

May each of you think about how quickly 

Dadõs earthly life ended and do something 

this very day to turn todayõs ordinariness to 

something special and miraculous.                      

Each breath taken is  literally truly a gift. 



Dear Dad, 

We sat Day after Day 

Wondering what we needed to say 

Wondering what exactly to pray. 
 

Do we pray for a cure? 

How could these test results be true 

For one with a heart so seemingly pure? 
 

Those nightly pleurex drains  

Caused excruciating pains 

No amount of morphine, or any other,  

would ever allow your body                                             

to completely be serene. 
 

Your physical body grew weak 

Until you could barely speak. 

You lost so much weight 

And yet still your heart held no hate - 
 

You remained thankful -  

Always grateful. 

My heart ached for you. 

How could all of this possibly be true? 
 

You were so strong. 

I wanted you to be allowed to live long.  

It seems my tears 

Will continue to flow for years.  
 

How we will survive without you  

is a question only time will tell.  

We will try to remember that a part  

of your soul into each of us fell. 
 
 

To sit at night and watch you sleep 

Is a memory I will always keep. 

I wish there were just one more night  

To hold your hand tight.  
 

Deep one night 

Did you see a bright light? 

Is that why your face shone? 

Was Jesus there to atone? 

 

A cure arrived at last - 

From our arms you passed - 

To Godõs arms you went 

You left your body, it was just a tent. 
 

You shared a glimpse of heaven 

A moment of rapture  

I will never truly be able to capture. 
 

Mystified as you died,   

We smile and know  

We will see you in a while. 
 

A breath in time -  a first -  a last  

We are so incredibly sad -                                            

Yet thankful and glad                                                

That at last you are at rest. 
 
 

Your Maker you have met - 

A life well spent - 

You were heaven sent. 
 

I woke up to a blanket of snow - 

The world seemed to glow - 

It was a work of art 

From natures heart - 
 

Sunrises, sunsets, 

Serenity came at last. 

Your love and memory will go on into eternity - 

We were blessed. 

 

                            At last, your pain has passed. 



A Note                                           

From the Technical Side  
 

I would like to thank all who 
have supported the radio 
broadcast in the past years. 
T h e  R o c h e l l e  U n i t e d                   
Method is t  Church  has                   
broadcasted live on WRHL for 
over 20 years which is a great 

testament to your enduring faith in this ministry. Recently we were 
blessed with the funds to upgrade how we transmit our signal to 
the WRHL  studio. This has greatly improved the quality and                  
reliability of our broadcast. Please be reassured that when you 
sponsor the radio broadcast that the message will be heard better 
than ever. I would like to thank Doug White of AMFM Communica-
tions, Rich Seitz and Kevin Johnson for their hard work, Lance 
Noggle for the use of his lift and your patience as this project was 
over a year in the making. The problems that plagued the radio 
signal in the past are no longer. Please tune in on Sunday and               
listen with new ears as we continue to use the radio as a way to 
spread the good news of salvation through Jesus Christ.   

 

Thank You 

Mark Ackland 

JOURNEYS OF PAUL in GREECE ñ Allen & Ardith Berg are hosting 

a 12 day trip to Greece, leaving on October 7, 2010.                                                                       

For more information please call 815-384-4495 or Ardithberg@gmail.com 


