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WORK AND LOVE! 
Hebrews 6: 9-12     July 25, 2010 

 I have heard it said: 

 When a Universalist minister falls down the stairs, he picks himself up and 
says, "That was an experience, how do I learn from it?" 

 When a Catholic priest falls down the stairs, he picks himself up and 
says, "I must have done something really bad to deserve that." 

 When a Presbyterian minister falls down the stairs, he picks himself up and says, "That was 
ƛƴŜǾƛǘŀōƭŜΣ LϥƳ ƎƭŀŘ ƛǘΩǎ ƻǾŜǊΦϦ 

 When the Methodist minister falls down the stairs, he picks himself up and says, "Which 
one of my choir members pushed me?" 

 The church is supposed to be a place of ministry and love.  It is supposed to be a place 
where we do the work of our Christ by reaching out to those who are less fortunate and                           
demonstrate the love of God to our brothers and sisters in Christ.  But as we all know, the church 
can be a place of anything but work and love.  Today that changes.  We will be known as the church 
ƻŦ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǾŜΦ  ¦ǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ƻŦ wƻƎŜǊ aƛƭŦƻǊŘ ƛƴ wƻȄŀƴƴŜ 9ƳƳŜǊƛŎƘΩǎ ōƻƻƪΣ ¢Ƙŀƴƪ DƻŘ ƛǘΩǎ 
Monday!  ά²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǿŜ ŘƻΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ 
discourage and eliminate every negative aspect of what goes on in this [church].  We will all be 
measured, and we will be more open an honest about helping each other achieve this transforma-
ǘƛƻƴΦ  LΩƳ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƴƻǘƛŎŜ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƴƻǘƛŎŜ ŀ 
ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ƴƻǘƛŎŜΦέ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƴƻ ƳƻǊŜ ǇǳǎƘƛƴƎ 
people down the spiral church stairs because of our own insecurities.  As your pastor, I stand here 
in your presence to tell you that today is the day of salvation.  Today is the day where we will                
officially start to work and love. 

 Our Scripture reading is clear: God will not overlook our work and love we show for his 
sake.  Rather, God will bless us in our ministry and in our personal lives because of our work and 
love.  Verse 10 says, άCƻǊ DƻŘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǳƴƧǳǎǘΤ ƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ƻǾŜǊƭƻƻƪ ȅƻǳǊ ǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ 
ǎƘƻǿŜŘ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ǎŀƪŜΧέ 

 You see, living the life of Christ, becoming Christ-ƭƛƪŜ ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ǎƛƳǇƭŜΥ Lǘ ƛǎ ŘƻƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ 
and loving our brothers and sisters.  It is that simple.   It is not about the size or  design of our 
church building.  It is not about the accolades of our choir or how eloquent our pastor may be.  It is 
ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ŘƻƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǾƛƴƎ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳŀȄƛƳǳƳΦ 



hŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘƛǎ ƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƻǾŜǊŦƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜΦ  L ŀƳ ƴƻǘ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ 
about a religious love that is left at the door as we walk out from this worship service; I am talking about 
ŀ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ōǊƛƴƎǎ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳǇŜƭǎ ǳǎ ǘƻ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŦƻǊ DƻŘΩǎ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳΦ  L ŀƳ 
talking about a kind of love that sees beyond our individual needs and sees the needs of this hurting 
world and reaches out with the hand of understanding and fellowship.  I am talking about a kind of love 
that is willing to give all to help just one lost and hurting soul.   

  I love the story told by David McKenna, retired president of Asbury Theological Seminary.  He 
ǎŀƛŘΣ άWŜǿƛǎƘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǎŀƛŘΣ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǎǘƻǊȅ ǘƻ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘ ƳƛƎƘǘ ŀǎƪΦ  aȅ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ 
ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƻƭŘ ƛƴ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΣ Ψ²Ƙȅ ŘƛŘ DƻŘ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ Ƙƛǎ ¢ŜƳǇƭŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ 
ƘŜ ŘƛŘΚΩ 

 Here is the story and here is the answer: 

 ά¢ǿƻ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƛƴ WŜǊǳǎŀƭŜƳ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ƻǿƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƻŦ ŀ Ƴƛƭƭ ŦƻǊ ƎǊƛƴŘƛƴƎ ƎǊŀƛƴΦ  hƴŜ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ ǿŀǎ ŀ 
bachelor; the other was married with three children.  At the end of each day, they took the grain they 
had milled and divided it equally into separate sacks. 

 hƴŜ ƴƛƎƘǘ ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƘŜƭƻǊ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘΣ Ψ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǊƛƎƘǘΦ  L ŀƳ ŀƭƻƴŜ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ƳǳŎƘ ōǳǘ 
Ƴȅ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ǿƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ  IŜ ŘŜǎŜǊǾŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǊƎŜǊ ǎƘŀǊŜΦΩ  {ƻΣ ǎƴŜŀƪƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ƴƛƭƭ ŜŀŎƘ 
ƴƛƎƘǘΣ ƘŜ ǘƻƻƪ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ǎƘŀǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǇƻǳǊŜŘ ƛǘ ƛƴǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǎŀŎƪΦ 

 ά¢ƘŜ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƻƴŜ ƴƛƎƘǘΣ Ψ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǊƛƎƘǘΦ  ²ƘŜƴ L ŀƳ ƻƭŘΣ L ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƘƛƭπ
ŘǊŜƴ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƳŜΣ ōǳǘ Ƴȅ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀƭƭ ŀƭƻƴŜΦ  IŜ ŘŜǎŜǊǾŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǊƎŜǊ ǎƘŀǊŜΦΩ  {ƻΣ  ǎƴŜŀƪƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ 
ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ƴƛƭƭ ŜŀŎƘ ƴƛƎƘǘΣ ƘŜ ǘƻƻƪ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ǎƘŀǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǇƻǳǊŜŘ ƛǘ ƛƴǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǎŀŎƪΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƛǘ ŀ 
miracle to find their sacks refilled each morning. 

 άhƴŜ ƴƛƎƘǘΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƭŜŦǘ ƘƻƳŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ǎƴŜŀƪ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƭƭΣ ŀƴŘ ōȅ 
coincidence met on the streets with their sacks in hand.  Instantly, they knew what was happening and 
ŦŜƭƭ ƛƴǘƻ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŀǊƳǎ ǿŜŜǇƛƴƎΦ  DƻŘ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ Řƻǿƴ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŎŜƴŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘΣ ΨIŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƭƻǾŜ 
ƳŜŜǘǎΦ  IŜǊŜ L ǿƛƭƭ ōǳƛƭŘ Ƴȅ ¢ŜƳǇƭŜΦΩέ 

 aȅ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ǘƘŜ ¢ŜƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ DƻŘ ōȅ ŘƻƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ōǳƛƭǘ 
ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ƭƻǾŜ ŦƻǊ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΦ 

 bƻǿ ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΥ  ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪΚ  ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΚ  L ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ƻŦ 
Khalil Gibran, [Ka-lil Gee-ōǊŀƴϐ ά²ƻǊƪ ƛǎ ƭƻǾŜ ƳŀŘŜ ǾƛǎƛōƭŜΦέ  ¸ƻǳ ǎŜŜΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ Ŝŀǎȅ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƭƻǾŜ ǎƻƳŜπ
one or that you love all people or that you love the sinner and hate the sin, but it is another thing to 
ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƭƻǾŜ ǾƛǎƛōƭŜΦ  DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜǎ ǳǎ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŎƘ ƻǳǘ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘ ȊƻƴŜ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜ DƻŘΩǎ 
ƭƻǾŜ ǾƛǎƛōƭŜΦ  Lƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƻǊŘǎΣ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ƛǎ ŎŜƴǘǊƛŦǳƎŀƭ ŀǎ ƻǇǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŎŜƴǘǊƛǇŜǘŀƭΦ  Lǘ ƛǎ ŀ ŦƻǊŎŜ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǳǎ 
reaching out to others in need rather than expecting those in need to come to us or to our church.  It is 
a picture of believers going outside their walls of locality and traditions to minister to those who are out 
there and not in here.  Our work, our ministry OUT THERE is love made visible. 

 Now this is very significant because most people and most churches have been and are still 
waiting for those in need to knock on their doors and come into their church buildings.  It is an irrational 
belief held by most church people, that as families and individuals pass by their churches they are                 
ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ ά[ƻƻƪΗ ²Ƙŀǘ ŀ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΦ  L ǘƘƛƴƪ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭ                         
ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΦέ tŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎ ǘƻ ƧƻƛƴΤ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ƴŜŜŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŎƘ 
out to them.  You see the Methodist Church of the 19th century did not become what it was as a result 



of pastors and members sitting inside their white ivory towers, twiddling their thumbs, waiting for                
people to join their church. They went out and did the work of God and now we have been called to 
Ǝƻ ƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ǾƛǎƛōƭŜΦ 

 Hear me well, The United Methodist Church is a broken system that can only be fixed by the 
burning heart of the circuit rider who is willing to move beyond the physical boundaries of conven-
ience and comfort found in the local church AND claim the downtrodden for Christ.  My friends, WE 
ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǊŎǳƛǘ ǊƛŘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ¢ƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ aŜǘƘƻŘƛǎǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘΦ  [ŜǘΩǎ Ǝƻ ƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŀƪŜ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ŦƻǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘΦ  
[ŜǘΩǎ ƪƴƻŎƪ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀƭƭǎ ƻŦ ƛƴŜǉǳŀƭƛǘȅΣ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǘŜΦ  [ŜǘΩǎ Řƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜ 
ǾƛǎƛōƭŜ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƻ ŀ ƘǳǊǘƛƴƎ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ƻǳǊ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ L ŀƳ ŎƻƴǾƛƴŎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛŦ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǘŜǇ ƻǳǘπ
side of our church walls and do the work of God, the blessings of God will rest upon us. 

  
 Here are some principles that will guide us in our ministry of work and love (B.A.T and           

R. Emmerich): 

!ǎƪ DƻŘ Řŀƛƭȅ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ȅƻǳ ƳŀƪŜ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ǾƛǎƛōƭŜ ōȅ ŘƻƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪΦ 

Sing your heart out as you worship God! 

Read the Bible and have fun doing it.  Join a Bible study. 

Be willing to change. 

Speak only positive words about your church, your pastor and your brothers and sisters in Christ. 

No backbiting. 

Celebrate ministry as often as you can. 

!ƭǿŀȅǎ ŀǎƪ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦΣ ά!Ƴ L ŘƻƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ōŜǎǘ ŦƻǊ DƻŘΚέ 

No whining. 

Lavish your brothers and sisters in Christ with love and praise. 

{ǘŜǇ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ǿŀƭƭǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ Řƻ DƻŘΩǎ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘΣ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŀƴŘǎ 
and your feet. 

 How about it?  Are you with me?  Are you willing to be the circuit riders of the 21st century?  
The time is right.  There is nothing to fear or to wait for.  The calling of God is clear.  Throw out your 
ŜȄŎǳǎŜǎΦ  .Ŝ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎΦ  ²Ŝ ŀǎ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǊǎ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ ŀǎ ŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƻŦ ŦŀƛǘƘΣ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭΣ L ŘƛŘ 
ƴƻǘ ǎŀȅ άƳƛƎƘǘέΣ L ǎŀƛŘ ǿŜ ²L[[ ǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ²L[[ ƭƻǾŜΦ  

 

 

Blessings, 

Brett A. Todd, Pastor 



 

Announcing  

the Reading Club 
 Reading Club is an after school program 
that we will be starting this fall.   The goal of 
Reading Club is to improve the reading skills of 
20 invited  2nd and 3rd grade students.   

We Need: 

20 "Reading Buddies" to work one-on-one with the students in the 
 club.  "Reading  Buddies" will need to be here from 4:00-5:30 pm on  
 Wednesday  afternoons.  The time will be very structured, with lots of                 
 activities.  You will serve as a partner to the students as they move through  
 different stations. 

Help with activities preparation, set-up/clean-up, audio-visual, computer lab 

Kitchen help to distribute the snack that will be provided to us by the Food 
 Bank.  This person would be needed from 3:30-4:30 pm. 

Donations of books for ages Kindergarten-4th grade 

Computers for the computer lab 

Financial donations for supplies  

 

 You don't need to be free every Wednesday to help.  If you want to                          
participate, we can use you!  If you'd like to be a "Reading Buddy," or help with 
the program in any other way, please contact Betsie Swartz at 815-561-8966 or 
betsieswartz@gmail.com. 

mailto:betsieswartz@gmail.com

