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WORK AND LOVE!

Hebrews 6: 942 July 25, 2010

| have heard it said:
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When a Universalist minister falls down the stairs, he picks himself u
says, "That was an experience, how do | learn from it?"

When a Catholic priest falls down the stairs, he picks himself
says, "I must have done something really bad to deserve that."

When a Presbyterian minister falls down the stairs, he picks himself up and says, "T
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When the Methodist minister falls down the stairs, he picks himself up and says, "
one of my choir members pushed me?"

The church is supposed to be a place of ministry and love. It is supposed to be
where we do the work of our Christ by reaching out to those who are less fortunatg
demonstrate the love of God to our brothers and sisters in Christ. But as we all know, the
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discourage and eliminate every negative aspect of what goes on in this [church]. We wil aII be
measured, and we will be more open an honest about helping each other achieve this trangjorma-
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people down the spiral church stairs because of our own insecurities. As your pastor, | stad here

in your presence to tell you that today is the day of salvation. Today is the day where e will

officially start to work and love.

Our Scripture reading is clear: God will not overlook our work and love we show f{pr his
sake. Rather, God will bless us in our ministry and in our personal lives because of our
love. Verse 10 say§,C2NJ D2R A& y20 dzye2dzadT KS gAff
AK26SR FT2NJ KAa al {SXxe

You see, living the life of Christ, becoming CHrist | S A &4 OSNE &AYL
and loving our brothers and sisters. It is that simple. It is not about the size or design

church building. It is not about the accolades of our choir or how eloquent our pastor may bg.
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about a religious love that is left at the door as we walk out from this worship service; | am talking abc
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talking about a kind of love that sees beyond our individual needs and sees the needs of this hurt
world and reaches out with the hand of understanding and fellowship. | am talking about a kind of |o
that is willing to give all to help just one lost and hurting soul.

| love the story told by David McKenna, retired president of Asbury Theological Seminary.
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Here is the story and here is the answer:
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bachelor; the other was married with three children. At the end of each day, they took the grain the
had milled and divided it equally into separate sacks.
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miracle to find their sacks refilled each morning.
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coincidence met on the streets with their sacks in hand. Instantly, they knew what was happening a
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one or that you love all people or that you love the sinner and hate the sin, but it is another thing t
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reaching out to others in need rather than expecting those in need to come to us or to our church. It

a picture of believers going outside their walls of locality and traditions to minister to those who are ot
there and not in here. Our work, our ministry OUT THERE is love made visible.
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Now this is very significant because most people and most churches have been and are
waiting for those in need to knock on their doors and come into their church buildings. It is an irration
belief held by most church people, that as families and individuals pass by their churches they :
aleAy3azr a[221H 2KFEG + 0SFdziAFdz o6dzAft RAY3ID
YSYOSNE®DPE tS2LS INB y20 t221Ay3 F2N OKdAzZNOKS 2
out to them. You see the Methodist Church of the 19th century did not become what it was as a res!



of pastors and members sitting inside their white ivory towers, twiddling their thumbs, waiting for
people to join their church. They went out and did the work of God and now we have been called tc
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Hear me well, The United Methodist Church is a broken system that can only be fixed by the
burning heart of the circuit rider who is willing to move beyond the physical boundaries of conven-
ilence and comfort found in the local church AND claim the downtrodden for Christ. My friends, WE
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side of our church walls and do the work of God, the blessings of God will rest upon us.

Here are some principles that will guide us in our ministry of work and love (B.A.T and
R. Emmerich):
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Sing your heart out as you worship God!

Read the Bible and have fun doing it. Join a Bible study.

Be willing to change.

Speak only positive words about your church, your pastor and your brothers and sisters in Christ
No backbiting.

Celebrate ministry as often as you can.
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No whining.

Lavish your brothers and sisters in Christ with love and praise.
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and your feet.

How about it? Are you with me? Are you willing to be the circuit riders of tRe@itury?
The time is right. There is nothing to fear or to wait for. The calling of God is clear. Throw out yoL
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Blessings,
Brett A. Todd, Pastor



Announcing

Y the Reading Club
Aftﬂl’- (‘;]100] Reading Club is an after school program

that we will be starting this fall. The goal of

Pl'ogl’am Reading Club is to improve the reading skills of

20 invited 2nd and 3rd grade students.

We Need:

20 "Reading Buddies" to work otm®-one with the students in the
club. "Reading Buddies" will need to be here from 4580 pm on
Wednesday afternoonsThe time will be very structured, with lots of
activities. You will serve as a partner to the students as they move through
different stations.

« Help withactivities preparation, setip/cleanup, audievisual,computer lab

« Kitchen help talistribute the snack that will be provided to us by the Food
Bank. This person would be needed from 3:3(B0 pm.

« Donations of books for ages Kindergarih grade
« Computers fothe computer lab
« Financial donations for supplies

You don't need to be free every Wednesday to hdfp/ou want to
participate, we can use youf you'd like to be a "Reading Buddy," or help with
the program in any other way, please contact Betsie Swartz ab81%8966 or
betsieswartz@gmail.com



mailto:betsieswartz@gmail.com

