
March 2010 
AT A GLANCEé 
 

WE AIM TO PLEASE! 
 

ά{ƻ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜ ƻǊ ŀǿŀȅΣ ǿŜ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ƻǳǊ ŀƛƳ ǘƻ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ƘƛƳΦέ  

ς2 Corinthians 5: 9 

 

Lƴ ǘƘŜ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ǿƻǊƭŘΣ ǿŜ ƘŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ǇƘǊŀǎŜ ά²9 !La ¢h t[9!{9Ηέ ŀƭƭ ǘƻƻ ƻŦǘŜƴΦ  .ǳǘ 
where the rubber meets the road, that moment of truth, what we too often find is that their 
ƻƴƭȅ ŀƛƳ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎΦ  ά{Ƙƻǿ ƳŜ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŜƴΦέ   9ǾŜƴ ƛƴ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ ƭƛŦŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǘǊǳŜΦ                
Lǘ ƛǎ ƴƻ ǿƻƴŘŜǊ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ άǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭέ ŀǎ ƻǇǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ 
ǘƻƻ ƳǳŎƘ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ άǎŎƘƳƻƻȊƛƴƎέ ǘƻƻ ŦŜŜƭ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǎƻ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ǘƻ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƻ 
connect with the person above.  I understand them and respect their feelings.  The church 
can be a very hurtful and selfish place. 

 

¢ƘŜ !ǇƻǎǘƭŜ tŀǳƭ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ƭƛǾƛƴƎΤ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ŦƻŎǳǎƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƻƴŜΩǎ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜ 
ƴŜŜŘǎ ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΣ άwe make it our aim to please him ό/ƘǊƛǎǘύΦέ  .ǳǘ ƴƻǘƛŎŜ Ƙƻǿ tŀǳƭ ǘŀƪŜǎ ǘƘƛǎ ŀ 
step further.  He not only says that it is our aim to please the Christ, but also, whether we are 
here on earth or in heaven, the aim remains the same, for eternity.  Now, this is more than a 
trite hyperbole for Paul; it is the rule of life and the rule of faith. 

 

What is your rule of life and faith?  Who do you seek to please, God or self?  For those who 
serve the Christ the game and aim has changed.  ά{ƻ ƛŦ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ƛǎ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƴŜǿ 
ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴΥ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƻƭŘ Ƙŀǎ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ŀǿŀȅΤ ǎŜŜΣ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ƴŜǿΗέ ό±ŜǊǎŜ мтύΦ  We 
exist for only one aim and that aim is to please Christ.  This certainly is a different way of               
ƭƛǾƛƴƎΣ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƛǘΚ  [ƻƴƎ ƎƻƴŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅǎ ƻŦ άaŜΗ aŜΗ aŜΗέ 

 

Christ, our hopeful and longing Center, send your Spirit to breathe into us a new aim, yes,                 
a new way of living.  Let us please you as we seek you, in both life here on earth as well as in 
heaven.  Amen. 

Blessings, 

Brett A. Todd, Pastor 



Need a LIFT to Church?? 

Call Joyce at                      

562-4237,  she will              

arrange a ride for you! 

SERVICE SEEKERS have one mission τ to provide 

birthday cakes for Focus House.  We serve the coffee hour 

on selected Sundays and would welcome you to join us in 

working on this mission.  Please call the office, 562-2164,             

if interested. 

GUILD τ    will meet Monday, March 1, 1:30 pm., in the 

Macy Room 

MARY MARTHA τ    will meet Tuesday,  March 2,  9:00 

am, in the Macy Room  

MIRIAM CIRCLE τ   will meet in March 15, 7 pm,  at 

[ƛƴŘŀ YŜƴƴŜȅΩǎ 

 

ELIZABETH GRACE τ  tba  

BREAKFAST WITH JESUS                                                        BREAKFAST WITH JESUS                                                        
by Greg Lauire                                                                                             

meets every Tuesday, 7:30 a.m.  at the Olive Branch,                            

led by Leah Vanstone.  You are invited to join them! 

FELLOWSHIP  

March 7 Schuler/Jones/Burdin 

March 14 Jenner/Seitz 

March 21 Zack/ Lux/Moe/Robbins 

March 28 [Palm Sunday]  Youth 

    

USHERS 

March 7 Service Seekers 

March 14 Mary-Martha Circle 

March 21 Mission 

March 28 Elizabeth Grace 

     

COFFEE HOURS 

U M W  NEWS 
UMM BREAKFASTñ                    

Saturday, March 27,  2010,  8 a.m., at 

the Olive Branch 

U M M 

NEW DATE FOR CONFIRMATION 

SUNDAY, MAY 16, 2010 

We are in need of people to help Mark                     

operate the sound system at the 9 am and 

10:30 am services.  Please contact the office 

if you can help.  Thank you. 



 

Saint Patrickõs  

Sunday Celebration  
On March 14th at 10 am,  we will COMBINE  both  worship  services 

into one and have a fine celebration service:  Great Irish Music, 

Great Preaching and Great Fun!      Do your best to dress in green 

and orange.  

 CƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ {ŀƛƴǘ  tŀǘǊƛŎƪΩǎ tƻǘƭǳŎƪ 

ƛƴ IƛŎƪΩǎ IŀƭƭΦ  tƭŜŀǎŜ ōǊƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ  ǘŀōƭŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŘƛǎƘ ǘƻ 

pass, and if possible a Scottish or Irish dish.  Irish green drinks will 

be provided (Sorry, no Guinness).  And of course, always bring a 

friend. 



 

Church  

Conference  
 

In order to perfect our  

Endowment By-Laws, 

document we will hold a 

Church Conference on 

SUNDAY, APRIL 11, 2010,  

at 10:15 A.M.                                    

All members are invited. 



FINANCE 

END-OF-YEAR REPORT 

The Finance Committee wants to let you 

know how the Church finished its year for 

the General Operating Account in 2009. 

 

At year ends we have been at many levels 

over the years, some good and some bad. 

December 31, 2008 we ended with a               

surplus of $4,462. 

December 31, 2009, our giving was up 

3.6% and our expenses were up only 1.1%. 

 

 

With this increase in giving and holding our expenses to a minimum we have 

ended the 2009 year with a surplus of $12,229.  This is an increase of $7,767.  

This is remarkable and as it says in 2nd CorinthiansΧϦDƻŘ ƭƻǾŜǎ ŀ ŎƘŜŜǊŦǳƭ 

giver". 

 

At present, this surplus is remaining in the General Budget for 2010 until we 

see later in the year, maybe June, that we are OK with this years budget. 

 

So the Finance Committee and Church Council want to thank you all for your 

giving in 2009 and to keep up the good work for 2010. 



BOOK REVIEW 
 The March book of the month is a trilogy written by Kim Vogel Sawyer.  The 

first is BygonesΦ  aŀǊƛŜΩǎ ŜƭŘŜǊƭȅ ŀǳƴǘ ŘƛŜǎΣ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ aŀǊƛŜΩǎ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ .ŜǘƘ ŀ ƘƻǳǎŜ 

and small café back home in her Mennonite community of Sommerfield.  But 

there is one hitch.  To claim the inheritance, Beth must reside in Sommerfield for 

three months.  So, after twenty-three years, Marie returns with her daughter to 

the community where she was raised.  This is a story about suspicions against the 

άƻǳǘǎƛŘŜǊέΣ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜƴŜǎǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳŜ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƭƻǾŜΦ 

 Beginnings ƛǎ ŀōƻǳǘ .ŜǘƘΩǎ ƴŜǿ-found talent of designing and constructing 

stained-glass windows and her struggle to belong in a community where her                  

business focus doesn't fit the Mennonite ideal for women.  As she struggles to 

find a place to belong and embrace a new Christian faith, will she be able to                  

reconcile her old life with the new?  Or, will she leave Sommerfield and return to 

her old life? 

 Trina Muller has had a special affinity with animals for as long as she can              

remember.  In Blessings, Trina struggles to pursue her passion and, she believes, 

her God-given gift of healing.  Is this possible in a community where even her            

parents and the man she loves heartily disapprove of her pursuing a career as a 

vet? 

 This trilogy is laced with mystery, love, struggles and near tragedy all with an 

underlying reminder that our God is always present. 

You may read Daily Devotions for Lent on the RUMC Webpage. 



THE LIBRARY CORNER: Our library in the Macy Room, outside the office,  has  many      

interesting books for you to check out.  Just sign the card in the back of the book you wish to read, and put 

the card in the small basket.  Return the book to the larger basket when you are finished reading it.  If you 

have any Christian fiction or non-fiction books you would like to give to the library to share with others, 

please put them in the larger basket also.   

GROUNDS FOR LIFE MINISTRY- Their needs are for 70-100 people.  

EVERYDAYΥ  ǎǳƎŀǊΣ ŎǊŜŀƳŜǊΣ ǇŀƴŎŀƪŜǎ όмлл ǇŀŎƪ ŀǘ {ŀƳΩǎ ŦƻǊ ϷпΦусύΣ ǎȅǊǳǇΣ  ŜƎƎǎ όмн ŘƻȊŜƴ ǇŜǊ ƳŜŀƭύ                        

WISH LIST: meat slicer, commercial coffee pots, pots & pans, table & chairs, coffee,  8 oz Styrofoam cups,                 

skillets                                                                                                                                                                                           

NEEDS LIST:  bus tokens, funds to stay in a hotel, funds for sick who are waiting in between for housing, 

pocket size tissue, lotion, toothpaste                                                                                                                                         

tƭŜŀǎŜ ōǊƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ Řƻƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ .9Chw9  ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΧ  ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΦ 

RUMC serves on FEBRUARY 13, 2010. 

FOOD ON THE FIRST ð On the first Sunday of each month, we will be collecting food items for the                         

Rochelle Christian Food Pantry and for Grounds for Life Ministry.  Please bring your donations to the church 

on the FIRST SUNDAY of each month.   Cash is also accepted.   

FOOD PANTRY NEEDS ñ  dry cereal and soups τ   YOU MAY BRING ITEMS TO THE CHURCH ANY TIME.  

RUMC BENEVOLENT FUND ñ    Thank you for your generous contributions for the 

Haiti earthquake victims.  

(5" #,534%2 0!34/23ȭ 2%0/24 
Seder Supper, April 1st, 2010 ɂ The Maundy Thursday service will be at 6 pm,                  
at the Mills Petrie Center.  Rev. Tom Renardo and the Ashton UMC will host this service 
with special evangelistic emphasis inviting the Ashton community to become a part of 
the Ashton UMC.   

Bible Study ɂ Starting Tuesday, April 13th, at 6 pm, there will be two Cluster Bible 
studies.  They will be 8 weeks long,  and will rotate amongst                 
people's homes, with 2 exceptions... when there are Cluster                         
meetings,   we will have the sessions before the meetings.   All are 
invited.  



ZZZ 

ZZZ 

              

Births  

 

Thank you to the Guild and my church family 
for the cards, calls, food and loving thoughts 
at the time of the death of my daughter-in-
law Kathleen Haas. 
 
God Bless you all. 
 

Shirley Haas 
 
 
 
Thank you to those who served the funeral                      
luncheon for James Matheny:  Marilyn 
Lowenberg, Erika Fisher, Becky Brown, 
Nancy Esgar, Sandy Colwill, Mary Roman, 
Daisy Russell, Linda Stein, Tootie Vogeler 
and Rosie Clue. 
 
 
 
We were truly overwhelmed by the re-
sponse we received after the announcement 
of our 70th  Wedding Anniversary.  It seems 
ƛƴŀŘŜǉǳŀǘŜ ǘƻ ƻƴƭȅ ǎŀȅ άǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳέΦ  CƻǊ 
every card, call, flower, gift and prayer, we 
are most sincerely grateful! 
 

Jim  and Marnie Moorehead 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you for your continued prayers for 
Ron & Leota Hansen. 
 
Paula Hewitt 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank You  

ZZZ 

 

 
 
 
 

DAVID ANDREW ECKARDT 
born January 25, 2010 

Parents are Andy & Kristy Eckardt 
Grandparents are Mike & Trish Pence. 

Great Grandparents are Ruth Pence, Charleston, IL  
and Josiah & Muriel Smith, Leesburg, FL 

 

BAILEY ROSE CLUE                     
born  December 30, 2009,  
and adopted by Tim & Kathryn Clue.  
Grandparents are Ike & Rosie Clue. 

 

A Ïfrom Becky 
Thank you for the recent  shower of cards for 
5ŀŘΩǎ спǘƘ ōƛǊǘƘŘŀȅΦ  ¢ƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴ 
family and Del Monte family sent 80 beautiful 
cards filled with love and encouragement.  This 
has been 3 months focused on what is truly im-
portant and thinking about priorities. 
 
Take time to love a family member today τ 
enjoy together a smile, a meal, a game show or 
another act of kindness.  For one second do 
not fail to be thankful for the simple, yet so 
complex, everyday miracles we are blessed 
with. 
 
5ŀŘΩǎ ŘƛǎŜŀǎŜ ǿŀǎ ŘŜǾŀǎǘŀǘƛƴƎ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǾŜ 
shared from neighbors and complete strangers 
amazing.  Some feel healing is only physical, 
ǘǊǳǎǘ ƳŜΣ ƘŜŀƭƛƴƎ ƛǎ ƳǳŎƘ ŘŜŜǇŜǊΦ  5ŀŘΩǎ ōƻŘȅ 
could not be cured τ but his soul is cradled 
lovingly by our wonderful God. 
 



  

Join us for a drive-thru pulled 

pork dinner after church on  

Sunday, February 28th.                        

Proceeds will help pay for a free 

concert and community                    

outreach event this summer.     

Tickets are $5 and can be purchased in advance.  Please see Dale                   

Montgomery if you have any questions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P l e a s e  j o i n  u s We d n e s d ay,                   

March 10th at 7:00 for a special theatrical 

production of Ancient Israelite                          

Dramas.  Students from Northwestern    

College (Scott and Betsie Swartz's alma 

mater) will perform the plays taken                        

verbatim from scripture, and make the            

Bible come alive for you like never                       

before.   Please join us for our regular 

Family Fun Night dinner, followed by this 

special presentation in the  sanctuary.  The play is free and open 

to anyone.  


